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NATIONAL CHRISTIAN CONFERENCE 


Further information about this conference, which has already been described in the two 
preceding issues, is available in a despatch of China News Service for August 13, ‘*After full 
deliberations, the delegates unanimously agreed to set up a leadership organ named, The Com- 
mittee for the Self-government, Self-support and Self-propagation Movement of the Christian 
Churches of China.’’ This Committee consists of 138 members, not 150 as previously reported, 
Chairman is Y. T. Wu (YMCA), the six vice-chairmen are Bishop Robin Chen (Epis.), Rev. 
Marcus Chen (Chungking Theol, Sem.), Rev. H. H. Tsui (Church of Christ in China), Dr, Wu 
Yi-fang, educator (formerly Ginling College), Bishop Z. T. Kaung (Methodist), and Rev, Ting 
Yu-chang, vice-president of Nanking Theological Seminary. This Committee has a Standing 
or Executive Committee of 42, which besides the seven above named has the following person- 
nel (identifications where known added by editor; if any of our readers can identify others on 
_ ythe list, please write to us): Ting Kuang-hsun (President Nanking Theological Seminary), 

\ es. Wang Tzu-chung (President Yenching Theological Seminary), Wang Chun-hsien, T’ien Ching- 
fu, Kiang Wen-han (YMCA), Li Shou-pao, Shen Te-jung (Editor Ton Feng), George Wu 
(Methodist), T’u Yu-ch’ing (YMCA), Sun P’eng-hsi, Ch'i-Ch'ing-ts'ai (Baptist, Shanghai), 
Ch’eng Pu-yun, Bishop Michael Chang (Epis., Foochow), Yang Shao-t'ang, Bishop Cheng 
Chien-yeh (Epis., Honan), Chou Fu-ch*ing, Newton Chiang (Yenching Theol, Sem,), Liu 
Liang-mo (YMCA), Hsieh Yung-ch‘in (Chairman, Independent Church), Lo Kuan-tsung, Li 
Ch’u-wen (pastor Shanghai Community Church), Luther Shao (Christian Church, Nanking), — 
Chu Kwei-shen (Leader of Spiritual Work Church), Shih Ju-chang (YWCA), T'ang Shou-lin, 
Miss Chiao Wei-chen, Yu Yun, Chia Yu-ming (aged pastor and Bible School leader), Cheng 
Hsi-san (Methodist, North China), Cora Teng (YWCA), Hsiung Chen-p’ei (Christian leader, 
Canton), Chiang loh-han, Pao Che-ch’ing (T. C. Bao, Baptist, Hangchow), Hsiao Kuo-kuei 
(Methodist, Hankow), Chao Tzu-ch’en (T. C. Chao, Peking). 

Much of the list is about what we should expect, but the inclusion of Dr. T, C. Chao’s 
name is a welcome assurance that any suspicions against him have been cleared away, for the 
Christian leaders would not have ventured to include him on this important committee unless 
they were sure of a Nihil Obstat from the government. 


The Conference sent a message of respect to Chairman Mao which read; During the past 
four years of the three-self movement, the Christian Churches of China have basically severed 
their relations, both administratively and economically, with imperialism, begun to rid them- 
selves of the influence of imperialism, and started self-government, self-support, and self- 
propagation, All these successes are inseparable from your wise leadership and deep concern as 
well as the brilliant achievements of New China during these years, We are therefore offering 
our deepest gratitude on behalf of all Christians, 
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In their resolution on the Draft Constitution the Conference stated: To us Christians the 
right of freedom of religion is especially valuable. With this right, we will strive for better C 
progress in our church work and in the living of Christian workers, We will not misuse this right 

and employ it as a plea for activities against the interests of the people. We will strive to purge 
ourselves thoroughly of the remnant influence of imperialism and the old order and join with the 

people of the whole nation in common efforts to build a great Socialist society. We must 

thoroughly appreciate and recognize the spirit embodied in the entire Constitution and strive at 

our respective posts to become loyal and law-abiding citizens. 


The news item lists four decisions reached by the Conference. They are as follows: 


1, Under the common aim of loving the country and Christian religion, efforts should be 
made to promote the great unity of all Christian churches and their members, and to carry 
further the three-self movement, The difference in belief, system and ceremony observed by 
different churches should be mutually respected, 


2. Support the Draft Constitution of the People’s Republic of China and strive together 
with the people of the whole nation for the construction of a Socialist society, value the right of 
freedom of religion stipulated in the Draft Constitution, guarantee no misuse of this right for 
activities against the interests of the people, promote patriotism and observance of law, and 
fulfil the duties of a citizen. 


3. Call upon the Christians of the country for activities to safeguard the peace of the 
world and firmly oppose the aggression of U.S. imperialism on China's territory Taiwan, 


4. Encourage the Christians of the whole nation to seriously learn patriotism, to be 
thoroughly purged of the remnant influence of imperialism, and to differentiate between what 
is right and wrong, good or evil, to purify the churches. 


Following the Conference four Christian leaders made statements which were reported by 
NCNA on August 14. Marcus Chen's statement stressed the point that the Christian Church in q 
China does have true religious liberty, Bishop Robin Chen stated that the churches were in the © 
main able to support themselves, and that all religious activities were being carried on as usual! 
in the churches. Referring to the rumor of Wang Ming-tao’s execution, he said, ‘‘That is non- 
sense. I met Pastor Wang Ming-tao after | came to Peking, and a few days ago he left for 
Peitaiho to have a rest there..... Not a single case of persecution has happened since liberation."’ 
Bishop Z. T. Kaung said, **We Christians have representatives in the people’s congresses at all 
levels, and this has proved that religious belief is truly free in China,” Dealing with the peace 
movement in which Chinese Christians are taking an active part, he said that the Christians 
enthusiastically signed the Stockholm Peace Appeal and have demanded the banning of atomic 
weapons, They have also supported the movement against U.S. rearmament of Japan and fa- 
vored conclusion of a peace pact among the five great powers. He added that both in the Asian 
and Pacific Conference and in other conferences for the defense of world peace the Chinese Chris- 
tians had been represented, He concluded by saying, ‘‘Together with the Christians of the rest 
of the world, we will propagate the gospel of peace of Jesus Christ, and strive for world peace, 
so that happiness may come to all peoples in the world.’’ H, H, Tsui said that new chapels and 
churches had been built under his church, He mentioned a new church built last spring in a 
small town in Kiangsu, which can accommodate more than 400 worshippers. 


THE GENERAL LINE 


Occasional references have been made in the Bulletin to ‘‘the general line’’, which has 
been the subject of special study by study groups all over China, including groups of pastors and 
Christian laymen. The full title of this subject of study is ‘‘the general line of the state during 
the transition period’’, it is a comparatively new name, and was apparently used for the first 
time in an editorial in the Peking People’s Daily on October 1, 1953. This editorial defines the 
general line as being to **work for the Socialist industrialization of the State in stages and for 
the carrying out of the Socialist transformation by the State of agriculture, handicraft industry, 
private industry and commerce, step by step in a considerably long period."’ 


A fundamental! and succinct statement of what the general line is was given by Yu Kan- 

Pa hih in an article in Current Events, Peking, December 10, 1953. Since this magazine is one 
: of the standard textbooks for all study groups, it is probable that most pastors and church workers 
e in China have given careful attention to this article. 


The article is divided into five sections, The first, of an introductory nature, is on the 

historical background and actual contents of the general line. In this we are reminded that 
the establishment of a Socialist economy has been the aim throughout the whole of the Com- 
munist revolution, and the general line is the method to be used in implementing that aim, 
It is recognized that a fairly long period will be required, as each step must be prepared for 
by education before it is undertaken, Even so, “*there will be furious struggles in the course 

of the process, but basically peaceful methods will be employed.’’ As to the bourgeois class 
‘ta policy of utilization, restriction and reform must be applied against them to enable them to 
be gradually transformed through the road of State capitalism in transition to Socialism,"’ 


The next three sections analyze the general line in its bearing on industrialization, agri- 
culture and handicrafts, and private industry and commerce, 


First as to industrialization, he says that a country cannot be called industrialized unless 
the products of industry are actually greater in value than the products of agriculture. ‘‘The 
Soviet Union, for instance, only declared industrialization completed when its industrial pro- 
duction reached 70% of its total production value,** The capitalist method of beginning with 
light industry and proceeding to heavy is too slow; it would take a hundred years, The Socialist 
method of beginning with heavy industry will make it possible to complete the process in twenty 
years, 


In agriculture there must be a transformation from individual to collective ownership. He 
argues the necessity for this, pointing out that otherwise ‘‘Socialism will become an empty 
word,’’ This transformation is to be accomplished in three stages, first the mutual aid team, 
next the agricultural producer co-operative, and finally the Socialist agricultural producer co- 
erative or collective farm. In the first step there is only a certain amount of labor pooling. 

BH @.:. the second step is ‘*built on the foundation of private property, with the land ownership 
rights still belonging to the members individually; but on the other hand it is operated in a 
unified manner, a portion of its income is distributed according to labor, and some common 
property is also being accumulated, these being Socialist factors, so such a co-operative is 

" semi-Socialist in nature.’’ The third step is one ‘**where ‘the land, draft animals and larger 
farm implements (the ma jor production materials) are collectively owned, and the income, 
after deductions for investments, reserves and welfare funds, is totally distributed according to 
labor, and is therefore a completely Socialist economy.’’ 


In contrast to agriculture, only two stages are outlined in the Socialization of private 
industry, These are, first, ‘‘the encouragement of these enterprises to develop toward state 
™ capitalism, in order to restrict their exploitation,*’ It is explained that state capitalism is a 
transitional form, and is not true Socialism, ‘*The second stage, which will come only after 
a considerably long period of time, is to transform state capitalism into Socialist state owned 
economy, that is to say, the transformation of private ownership into state ownership, and the 
thorough elimination of exploitation,’’ 


In the final section the importance of pushing forward with a right policy is emphasized, 
Mao Tze-tung is quoted thus: ‘**This general line is the lighthouse that illumines all our tasks, 
Once separated from it, we shall commit rightist or leftist mistakes.'' He encourages his 
readers with the thought that a good beginning has already been made. About 40% of all farm 
families are already in either step one or step two of the above three step process, In industry 
and commerce there is a ‘daily increasing importance of Socialist sectors and daily declining 
influence of non-Socialist sectors.’ 


MISSIONARY NEWS 


Mr, Lawrence M. Mead, formerly professor in Yenching University, died in Cambridge, 


3 é* , on September 28, 
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